Steps in a trial

Prosecution in a criminal case or Plaintiff in a civil case has the burden of proof. So they go first.

Step 1. Opening Statement
· Which is an explanation of evidence to be presented as to the allegations. 

Step 2. Defense Opening  Statement
· Explains evidence that will disprove the prosecution or plaintiff’s case.

Step 3. Prosecution calls witness for direct examination directly questions witnesses that will present evidence in their favor.

· Asks witness to tell the story of what they saw and guides them with questions

Step 4. Defense cross examines the prosecution or plaintiffs witnesses in order to dispute direct testimony given in direct examination.

· Step 4A. Re-direct can be used to question the witness on testimony given in the cross examination.

*if the prosecution has more witnesses steps 3 and 4 continue.

**when the prosecution has no further witnesses or evidence they rest their case

Step 5. Defenses turn for direct examination questions for their witnesses.

Step 6. Prosecution or Plaintiff can cross examine

Step 7A Re-Cross 

Step 7. Prosecution or Plaintiff give a closing argument and ask the court for a guilty verdict in a criminal case or a decision in favor of the plaintiff in a civil case
Step 8. Defense gives a closing argument and asks for a verdict of not guilty in a criminal cases or a decision in favor of the defense in a civil cases.

Step 9. Jury instructions by the judge 
· The judge instructs the jury how the law applies to the case they have heard.

Step 10. Verdict is given. In most state a unanimous decision must be made. If not the jury is considered to be a hung jury and the case is hear again in a new court with new jurors. 
