Criminal Murder Codes

§2-745: First Degree Murder

a) First degree murder is the deliberate and premeditated unlawful killing of a

human being. Premeditation means that the defendant actually reflected on the

idea of killing, if only for a brief period.

b) First degree murder is punishable by life imprisonment.

c) There is no death penalty in New Columbia

§2-746: Second Degree Murder

a) Second degree murder is the unlawful killing of a human being with malice

aforethought. Malice aforethought may be expressed or implied. 

b) Malice aforethought exists if the defendant has any of the following states of

mind:

(I) Intent to kill (“express” malice)

(ii) Intent to inflict great bodily injury

(iii) Reckless indifference to an unjustifiably high risk to human life

(iv) Intent to commit a felony

*In the case of (ii), (iii), or (iv), the malice is “implied” (assumed)

c) Second degree murder is punishable by a maximum period of imprisonment not

less than 20 years and not to exceed a sentence of life.

§2-747: Involuntary Manslaughter

a) Involuntary manslaughter is a killing which occurs as a result of an unreasonable

failure to perceive the risk of harm to others, while engaging in conduct

resulting in extreme danger to life or of serious bodily injury. This conduct is

also known as criminal negligence.

b) Involuntary manslaughter is punishable by a maximum of 20 years

imprisonment.
