U.S. History  --  Exploration and Settlement

1. What did the Indian groups in the Americas have in common?


a. styles of housing
b. individual ownership of land


c. relationship to the land
d. lack of any writing system

2. Which of the following periods of history stirred Europe's interest in exploring?


a. Reformation
b. Crusades


c. Fuedalism
d. Renaissance

3. Which of the following is NOT true about the Spanish in America?

a. Pizarro defeated the Inca civilization.

b. Spanish born people were the upper class in society.

c. Many missionaries came to convert the Indians.

d. Many Spanish settlers died of diseases from the Indians.

4. Which of the English colonies was the first to succeed?


a. Massachusetts
b. Virginia


c. Georgia
d. North Carolina

5. Which settlement was home to the Pilgrims?


a. Baltimore
b. Philadelphia


c. Jamestown
d. Plymouth

6. What was the first colony to grant religious freedom to all with the Toleration Act (Roger Williams stared this colony)?


a. Rhode Island
b. Connecticut


c. Maryland
d. Pennsylvania

7. Which of the following is NOT true about the Puritans?

a. John Winthrop was the leader.

b. They set out to establish a community the world would admire.

c. The Puritans accepted other religious groups in their midst.

d. Several leaders were expelled from the colony for their beliefs.

9. Which of the following is NOT a reason for slavery being less important in the North?

a. Many people began to believe it to be a moral wrong.

b. Many more slaves were needed for plantations in the south.

c.  It was not profitable for many people to own slaves.

d. Most northerners considered slaves to be equal citizens.

9. What was to become the major source of conflict with Indians and colonists?


a. Puritanism
b. land ownership


c. religious freedom
d. trade
10. Representative government was first introduced to America in the colony of


a. Virginia
b. Maryland


c. North Carolina
d. Georgia

11. Which of the following issues was in question at the time of Anne Hutchinson’s 1638 trial?


a. right to trial by jury
b. right to an attorney


c. freedom of religion
d. freedom from slavery
12. Which native American agricultural product was critical to the success of the Virginia  Colony?


a. coffee
b. cotton


c. rice
d. tobacco

13. During the colonial period, what was the basic unresolvable conflict between European settlers and Native Americans?


a. social organization
b. land ownership


c. unrealistic treaties
d. fishing rights 

14. Which of the following best describes the economy of the southern region in the colonial period?

a. large farms, staple crops, and cheap labor

b. warehouses, shipbuilding, and towns

c. small farms, fish products, and markets

d. towns, small farms, and cheap labor

15. What was the document signed by the Pilgrims that established a common gov’t for their colony?


a. House of Burgess Plan
b. Mayflower Compact


c. Fundamental Orders
d. Plymouth Plantation

16. Roger Williams is best known in American history as?


a. advocating the uniting of church and state.


b. an early champion of religious freedom.


c. the founder of New Hampshire.


d. the first governor of Massachusetts.

17. This was a farmer’s revolt that started as a dispute over protection from Indians?


a. Pequot War
b. King Philip’s War


c. Bacon’s Rebellion
d. Shay’s Rebellion

18. Leader of the Pilgrims who wrote an account of Pilgrim life titled “Of Plymouth Plantation”?


a. John Winthrop
b. William Bradford


c. Roger Williams
d. John Smith

19. Pennsylvania was founded for what religious group?


a. Puritans
b. Pilgrims


c. Catholics
d. Quakers

20. What Pennsylvania city was known as the City of Brotherly Love?


a. Philadelphia


b. Pittsburg


c. Washington DC


d. Charlotte

21. What group was given a safe haven in Maryland?


a. Protestants



b. Catholics


c. Baptist 



d. Methodists

22. Which colony was created as a place for English debtors?


a. Florida



b. South Carolina


c. Georgia 



d. North Carolina

23. An Atlantic sea route connecting Europe, Africa and the Americas was known as?

a. Middle Passage


b. Transatlantic route


c. Box Route



d. Triangular Trade Route

24. The leg of the Triangular Trade route in which slaves traveled on is known as the 


a. Middle Passage 


b. Transatlantic side


c. Box Route



d. Slave Route

25. New archaeological discoveries suggest that the Indians came to the American continents:
a. From Siberia or South Asia

b. From Africa

c. From Mongolia

d. From Australia

26. Which of the following animals did Europeans bring to the New World?

a. Flying squirrels and catfish

b. Bison and opossums

c. Sheep and pigs

d. Turkeys and rattlesnakes

27. By the 17th century the Indian population in Spain’s New Worl empire had decreased by about:

a. 10%

b. 20%

c. 50%

d. 90%

28. The Spanish missions in North America 

a. Sought to Christianize the Indians

b. Were guarded by English troops

c.  Were often visited by United States leaders

d. All of the above

29. The earliest Spanish attempts at colonization were found in the area of the world now known as:

a. South Carolina

b. Canada

c. Africa

d. South America

30. Some Indians spoke of the Spanish missionaries as:

a. Some of the great spirits

b. New gods

c. Long lost tribal kings

d. “Powerful witches”

31. Which of the following European nations led the way in exploration and colonization of the New World?

a. Spain and Portugal

b. Spain and France

c. France and England

d. England and Portugal

32. Native American societies responded to the lack of natural resource in the Great Basin and Great Plains by developing largely mobile lifestyles as is reflected in which of the following groups?

a. Pueblo Indians

b. Chinook 

c. Iroquois

d. Spanish

33. Which of the following is not true about the Native American groups found in the New World?

a. They were settled across a vast expanse of North America

b. They developed quite different societies

c. They adapted to their diverse environments

d. They all had the same religious beliefs and governments

34. Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest of the Americas led to all of the following EXCEPT?

a. Deadly epidemics

b. Racially mixed populations

c. Creation of a uniform currency in the colonies

d. Exploitation of Indian resources

35. Which of the following historical tools would be the best way to tell the story of the history of a nation? 

a. Timeline

b. Narrative

c. Debate

d. Novel

“Citizens have a right to expect the government to behave in a moral fashion. Often, morality is defined by religion, and in the United States, Christianity is the dominant religion."

“Religion is a private matter in the United States, a country where all religions are tolerated and none are officially recognized by the government.”

36. The two above excerpts are example of which of the following:

a. An attempt to reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical text

b. Examples of competing views of an historical issue

c. A great way to document resources 

d. Presentation of reliable data to support an argument

"As I saw that they were very friendly to us, and perceived that they could be much more easily converted to our holy faith by gentle means than by force…” 

Christopher Columbus 1492
37. Which purpose for Spanish exploration does the above excerpt suggest?

a. To gain riches 

b. To gain glory and prestige for the King and Queen 

c. To spread Christianity to the Natives

d. To create and encomienda system

“From the fact that the Indians are barbarians it does not necessarily follow that they are incapable of government and have to be ruled by others, except to be taught about the Catholic faith and admitted to the hold sacraments. They are not ignorant, inhuman, or bestial. Rather, long before they had heard the word Spaniard, they had properly organized states, wisely ordered by excellent laws, religion, and custom.”

38. Which of the following is responsible for the above?

a. Bartolome de LaCasas

b. Henry Cortez

c. Christopher Columbus

d. Juan de Sepluveda

“Such, in sum, are the disposition and customs of these little men -- barbarous, uncivilized, and inhumane; and we know that they were like this before the coming of the Spaniards. We have not yet spoken of their impious religion and of the wicked sacrifices in which they worshipped the devil as their God, believing that they could offer no better tribute than human hearts.... How can we doubt that these peoples, so uncivilized, so barbarous, contaminated with so many infidelities and vices, have been justly conquered by such an excellent, pious, and just king as the late Ferdinand the Catholic, and by a nation that is most humane and excels in every kind of virtue?”

39.  Which of the following is responsible for the above?

a. Bartolome de LaCasas

b. Henry Cortez

c. Christopher Columbus

d. Juan de Sepluveda

Officials of the Virginia Company established the colony at Jamestown to make a profit.  They expected the colonists to find marketable natural resources, develop industries or produce an agricultural product that would succeed in making money for the colony and its investors in England. After finding no precious metals and failing at such endeavors as glassmaking and silk production, John Rolfe finally succeeded by growing a sweet variety of tobacco which was all the rage in England. In other words, consumers were waiting!
40. The above article states that which of the following was the reason for the success of the Virginia colony?

a. Precious Metals were found

b. Glassmaking

c. Tobacco 

d. None of the above

